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aving staied in our first number the cbolition of the 
Court of Inquisition, we now give the following 
Extract, for the benefit of those readers, who do 
not understand the nature of that Court, taken 
from Campbell’s twenty-sixth Lecture on Eeclesi- 
astical Histery, as published in the Christian Dis- 
ciple. 


The Inquisitors, or Judges of this court, are privileged 
o have their own guards and to give license to others to 
arry arms. Persons are encouraged to become accusers 
Dr witnesses before this tribunal, by having their names 
on-ealed from the accused. A public convict, a notori- 
bus malefactor, an infamous person, a common prostitute, 
znd even children, are admitted as credible witnesses or 
accusers. The person accused of heresy, is not only de- 
prived of the privilege of meeting his accuser face te 
ace, and of hearing the witnesses, but he is not even 
old in what particular he has offended. By tedious con- 
hements in noisome dungeons, or by a train of the most 
-xcruciating tortures, he is compelled to inform eainst 
imself, to conjecture and to confess the crime laid to 
us charge, of which often he is entirely ignorant. This 

ode of proceeding makes the whole kingdom tremble. 
Puspicion reigns in every hreast. Friendship and frank- 
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ness are excluded. The brother dreads his brother, ang 
the father his son. e 

By the papal bulls, it is ordained, that those, conv icted of j 
heresy, § shall be burnt alive, and all their estate real an? ; 
personal, confiscated. This confiscation is a powerfyi[} 
motive to the Inquisitors to condemn those who hayf 
property. Princes and rulers are required to carry int 
effect the sentence of the Inquisition. If any refuse} 
they are liable to be ana thema ized, excommunicated, | 
and to have their states or kingdoms laid under an inte;.| 
dict. The house, in whicha heretic 1s apprehended 
must be razed to the ground, although it be not his, bu 
the property of one wholly unsuspected. Any one whl 
threatens a notary, or other servant of the Inquisition, o 
even a witness,is held guilty of high treason, punished 
with death, his geods confiscated, and his children render.§ 
edinfamous. The same punishment 1s to be-inflicted one 
my one who escapes from the prison of the tribunal, o: 
attempts to escape, and even on any one who intercede 
for such unhappy victims. | 

Moreover, by a builof Pius the 5th, it is decreed, tha 
ne sentence in favor of the accused shall be deemed a f. 
nal acguittal ; but at any time after, the Inquisitors hayt 
power to recommence the trial,on the same ground 4 
before, without any additional evidente=_? his ordinanct 
ensures to an accused person a course of terror and tor 
ment through life. 

Although the terrors of this tribunal have in moder 
times been mitigated, its abolition must fill the Spaniards 
with Joy; and it should be an occasion of gvratituds 
throuchout the christian world. 
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BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


1. Extract of a Letter from a Roman Catholic Deacon at Scandinat 
in the Levant, written originally in Greck. 


‘I was utterly astonished on receiving your last most 

erceable letter of the Ist of October, 1811, with four dor 
en copics of the Holy New Testament in Ancient av 
Modern Greek. What has surprised me stiil more, } 
that which I read in the English report of the Bible nO 
ety established in London, which you have torwarded | 
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e, tocecher with the other papers respecting the English 
stitutious. Some ofthem I] have rcad many times; and 
have translated these last into Greek, in order to enable 

nme of my friends to read them. The Testament we 
ave found to be most exact. The original is correct ; 

id the version into our modern language is very accurate, 
ery accurately printed, and in a very neat form. 

“Jt was always a most desirable thing to have in abun- 
ice at Jeast a part of the Sacred Scriptures in the vul- 

‘idiom, since the learned (viz Ancient Greek) is every 
here soneglected,as to be understood only by a very few. 
Tow we are alxicus teknew the origin of this fact, be- 
muse it is in itselfso interesting, that we wish to have fur- 
er information about it; thatis te say, how it came into the 

hinds of those great rentlemen in England to priat in the 
gar idiom the Testament of our Lord. Eor my own 
art, to.tell you how I feel after reading what you have 
ritten, as having been communicated to you. vy your 
iend Dr, Naudi: afterexamintng so generous a plan for 
be dispersion of the Eternal V¥ill.of God. and repeated- 
reading these excellent Testaments, I find myself im- 
lled to believe, that the Lord, for the sake of his only 
d beloved Son, is determined to reform these our parts, 

nd to communicate the brightnessof his light, through 
jour Testaments, into the Levant; where, as you know, 
here is nothing to: be found but darkness, and wretched- 
pss, and perdition. The reading of the New Testament 
bmes opportunely and efficaciously, to repair such seri- 
s evils,. ) 
*T remember a friend of mine who was for some time 
England, upon his return to Rome assuring us, that 
ings, in respect to religion, were in a much better state 
ere, than in our superb Italy.. This I now see confirm- 
by fact: forif in England societies are formed to assist 
hristians abroad, by furnishing them with Bibles, and 
nding out missionaries to them, as you write, they them- 
elves must be ina very advantageous condition. It is 
rtain, my dear friend, that, so far as we are-concerned, 
ese English gentlemen cannot do a greater act of piety, 
pra more considerable charity, than this; viz. to pr¢+ 
re for us these mast necessary and most holy books. I 
ay yOu, on my own account, and on the part of my friend, 
rreynot to omit to obtain as great a quantity of these 
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52 British and Foreign Bible Society. 
books, so well rendered into Modern Greek, as you Can, | 
and onany terms. Do not fear about the money, for we 
will reimburse you as you may think proper; while, in the 
mean time, we all thank you, again and again, for those | 
four dozen Festaments which you have so generously 
iurnished us with gratis.’ 
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2. Extract of a Letter from Smyrna, dated April 3, 1812. 


“Tam happy to say, the Testaments, in Ancient and 
Modern Greek, have, some time since, been all sold, and! 
I have had numerous applications for more; I therefore | 
have to request 2 iurther remittance of 200, which I shall 
wait for with impatience. In the mean time I shall take 
the first good opportunity of sending the money which |! 
have received to Mr. Laing. I presented a copy two days 
ago to the Greek bishop, who received it very graciously, 
and showed me a copy of the edition printed at Halle from, 
which I believe this is taken. 

“Tam much pleased to find that the Monks do not ob. 
ject to the circulation of the Scriptures. They make m§ 
objection to the Testaments;. but seem to consider the 
Bible as mutilated, on account of the omission of the A. 
pocrypha. I shall be glad of a fresh supply of French 
and Italian Testaments, and French Bibles, 100 of each oj 
the former, anda dozen of the latter.” 


3. Extract of a Letter from Iceland, August 30, 1812. 


“‘T have had the honor to receive the letter which you & 
Mr. B. were pleased to send me, along with the numberof 
copies of the New Testament therein specified. These are 
according to my expectation expressed last year, received 
by our countrymen, ever eager to read the Scriptures, 
with a delight, which can only be measured or felt by 
those, who have been in want of a book which they deen: 
ed to be absolutely necessary. As you had intrusted ai 
equal number to chevalier Sivertsen, to be distributed by 
him, I have found it necessary to send some copies into 
the country. For the whole amount I will be bound— 
in the mean time the chevalier Sivertsen will pay to Mr 
oe »50 rix — in advance, and make you at} 
quainted with r joint eflorts relative to this business 
Blessed be ie: noble promoters of this edition, whic 
will spread spiritual knowledge over my country, and el 
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hten the minds thirstiag toread the Gospel. If there 
e more copies, which could be spared from the exigen- 
es of other places in this island, they would here be 
ankfully received, and quickly bought next year.” 


4, Extract of a letter from Petersburgh, December, 25, 1812. 


“In my last of the 9th inst. I informed you of my have: 
o delivered tothe prince Galitzin, the memorial and 
an fora Bible Society in St. Petersburgh, and of the 
ry friendly manner in which he received me, &c. I 
ve now to inform you, that his imperial majesty has 
nfirmed the whole. I was this morning with the prince 
d saw the resolution signed by the emperor. In order 
ceive it the effect of a public law or Ukase, it must pass 
rough the ordinary forms in the senate, and this re- 
firesa week or two. ‘hen the memorial, plan, and res- 
ition, will be printed at the expense of the state: I 
ll take the same opportunity to.throw off a few hundred : 
pies for distribution. You cannot conceive whata 
ep interest prince Galitzin and those about him take fn 
is affair ; and I have been assured that his imperial ma- 
sty is no-less interested in it.. They cannot enough ad- 
ire the simplicity of the plan; andthey seem fully to 
rceiye how well calculated it isto promote the great- 
t good.’. 

“ The interest which the higher ranks take in it is tru- 
astonishing. The prince Galitzin has already had all 
pur Light reports translated into Russian. Itis now 
e common topicof conversation, andevery where causes 
¢ greatest joy.” 
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5- Extract of another letter from Petersburgh, January 18, 1813. 


“Could I puton paper allI have seen, and heard, and4 
it, since the 14th inst. N..S.oa which day the imperial 
<ase concerning the Bible Society. appeared, it would 
ANsport you with joy, and you would consider yourselves 
hly rewarded for all your exertions. Jews and Chris- 
ns, Russians and Americans, Catholics and Protestants, 
ve with one voice acknowledged that the British and 
reign Bible Society is the wonder of the nincteenth 
ntury ; and that itis the only adequate means that ever 
ss devised for civilizing and cyangelizing the world— 
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The impulse which his imperial majesty and his fy, 
ministers have given, has been felt by all ranks ; and 
ery one seems ambitious to promote a scheme big yi 
blessings to his fellow-men. The conviction which; 
was wished gradually to produce, has already been pro 
ced; and the design is now formed to give the plan; 

_the scope you can possibly wish, and that to an extg 
which we never should have ventured to propose.” 

Speaking of the meeting held in the house of prin 
Galitzin, which ended in the formation of the Petersbur 
Bible Society, the writer observes : 

“Tt was truly delightful to see the unanimity whichy 
tuated this assembly, composed of Christians of the Ry 
sian Greek Church, of Armenians, of Catholics, of |; 
therans, and of Calvinists, and all met for the expr 
purpose of making the gospel of the grace of God sou 
out fromthe shores of the Baltic to the Eastern Oce 

and from the Frozen Ocean to the Black Sea, and t) 
borders of China, by putting into the hands of Christi 
and Mahometans, of Lamites and the voteries of Shama 
with many other heathen tribes, the Oracles of the livin 
God. Here we hadanother proof of what the Bible a 
do, and of the veneration whichall Christians have f 
this blessed book. We sce that it is still capable of w 
ting Christians in the bond of peace. It is the standa 
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Mere lifted up by the Son of Jesse, around which all his folloy r 
mt) ye ers rally, in order to carry it in triumph over the wh 
< globe.” 
Hi | 6. Extract of a Letter from Prince Galitzin President of the Pete 
1 | burgh Bible Suciety, to Lord Teignmouth. 
if St. Petersburgh, Feb. 25, 1813 in 
Pp! 
SP ir ; R CC 
consequence of a communication made to me bythe Kt ® 


vi | Mr. Paterson, on the part of the British and Foreigas 
We ent ble Society established in London, I feltit my duty a 
il ; oH cially tolay befure his imperial majesty a project fore 

Heal) tablishing a society on similar principles in St. Pete 





: i “J have the honor to acquaint your lordship, that 
i 


burgh. It gives me infinite satisfaction to add, that his! 
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an) || 
H eee perial majesty was graciously pleased to aprove the proj 
| Pe it sal, and to sanction the formation of a Bible Society m he 
\\ a Pic 


Whee: t Petersburgh. 
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*¢ The sole object of our Society is the distribution of 
the Oldand New Testament, throughout the Russian em- 

ire, in all languages, excepting the Sclavonic: for this a 
particular privilege is preserved to the Holy Synod.— 
When your lordship considers the number of European 
and Asiatic dialects which prevail in the several provin- 
ces of the Russian empire; above all, if a correct idea 
canbe formed of the state of many of these provinces 
with regard to religious knowledge ; then I am sure your 
lordship will feel with me, that no Bible Society, yet form- 
ed on the Centinent of Europe, can have objects in view 
‘more vast In extent and importance, than those to be ac- 
complished by the Bible Secicty in St. Petersburgh. 

‘fT am pariicularly charged by the Commitice, to con- 
vey their thanks to the British and Foreign Bible Society 
in London, for their liberal donation of 5001. sterling; 
which has becn received through the hands of Mr. Pater- 
son. Independent of the encouragement this sum has 
given to our valuable and rising institution, we consider 
its intrinsic value.to be greatly increased; because we 
hail it as anomen that the British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
ety in London will be disposed to enter with us into fuil 
and friendly correspondence, and to consider us hence- 
forthas a part of themselves, engaged with them in the 
noblest undertaking which can dignify the efforts of 
man.” ¢ 


Ee -— 


THE CONVERSION OF LEARNED JEWS, &e. 


Att remarkable events relating to the Jews must be 
interesting to the christian world. While we cordially 
pray for their conversion to the christian faith, it must be 
comforting to find evidence, that God hath not wholly cas¢ 
away his peofile. The following accounts were extracted 
and abridged from *“ The History of the Jews,” by Miss 
Hannah Adams. — By this work the writer has secured the 
esteem of many of her fellow christians. It cannot fail to 

nterest every benevolent reader. 

Poland has long been the principal seat of literary Jews, 
gend the place where they have been accustomed to send 
their children to study the Talmud and rites of their reli- 
Sion. In 1658 a Jew of Poland, named John Solomon, 
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Comcersion of learned Jews, &e. 


professed the christian faith, and wrote thirty-seven de. 
monstrations to prove that the Messiah was come, and 
‘was a divine person distinct from God the Father. 

Severai learned Jews in Poland and Germany have at 
different periods been converted to christianity. Morde- 
cai-Ben-Moses, a native of Germany, had distinguished 
-himself by his zeal in writing against the New Testament. 
But after diligently studying, and carefully comparing it 
with the Old, he became sensible of his error, renounced 
Judaism, and in 1701l-was baptized. After his conversion 
he published several valuable works. 

Aaron Morgalitha, a learned Rabbi in Poland, embraced 
the christian religion and was baptized. He was after- 
wards appointed professor of Jewish Antiquities in the 
University of Frankfort, where he published, in 1706, a 
treatise on the sufferings of Christ. 

J. C. Heilbronner of Cracow in Poland was baptized in 
i709. He wrote a treatise on the 53d of Isaiah, and de- 
clared in the preface to the work, that this chapter was 
the principai means of inducing him to embrace the 
christian religion. 

E. M. Borg was also convinced of the truth of christian- 
ity by reading the same chapter. In 1722 he published 


an extraordinary work with this title—“The christian doc-. 


trine built upon Moses and the Prophets.” Another learn- 
ed Jew, named Christian Meir, was baptized at Breme. 

About the year 1762 Solomon Duitch, a learned Rabbi, 
and teacher of several synagogues in Germany, renoun- 
ced Judaism. During seven years his mind-had been per- 
plexed with doubts respecting religion ; but at length the 
difficulties which had embarrassed: him- were removed 
He published a narrative of his conversion, and became a 
zealous preacher of the gospel.. He lived and died in 
Holiand- 

In 1797, J. J. Heydeck, a learned Jewish convert in 
Spain, published a defence of the christian religion. 


Mr. Lapidoth, a respectable Jew in Holland, in early 
life entertained doubts respecting the Jewish religion; 
and having secretly procured a New Testament, and con- 
tinued his researches, after various perplexities, he and 
his wife and his adult children became firmly convinced 
of the truth of the christian religion. 
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é 


Joseph S. C. F. Fey was born in 1771 in Franconia.— 
is father placed him under the care of a tutor, by whom 
e was carefully instructed in the law and Talmud, and in- 
spired with prejudice and hatred against christian- 
ty. Having finished the studies which quaiified him for 
a religious teacher, he recelyed several honorsry degrees. 
At the age of twenty one, he resolved to travel. In the 
ourse of his travels he became disgusted with the frau- 
Julent conduct of one of his Hebrew brethren, and form- 
ed an acquaintance with a christian, whose conversation 
end kind behatiour induced him to examine the evidences 
of the christian religion. In censequence of his inquiries 
he was convinced, that Jesus of Nazareth was the true 
Messiah; and in 1798 was publicly baptized in Germany, 
and received as a member ofthe christianchurch. Hav- 
ing attended to the requisite studies, he was appointed as 
a missionary to Africa. In 1801 he arrived in England, 
nd was detained five months. - During this time he atten- 
ded to the study of the English language; he went fre- 
quently to the synagogues and to the parts of the metropo- 
lis where the Jews reside, to converse withthem. These- 
nterviews increased his desire for the conversion of 
is brethren, and he wished to remain in England, that he 
might preachtothem. He stated his desire to the Direc- 
ors of the Missionary Society, and obtained leave to tarry 
at least one year. In May 1802 he preached his first ser- 
on to the Jews in Zion Chapel, from Gen. xiii. 8. The 
place, although very jarge, was crowded, and many Jews 
attended. In July he began a weekly lecture to the Jews. 
At first many attended, but was soon prohibited. Some 
however continued to be attentive hearers, and three of 
the nation were publicly baptized in London 1806. 

In 1809 Mr. Frey joined a society, formed in London 
for the exclusive purpose of converting the Jews. A 
large building was procured, where he preaches a lecture 
€very sunday evening, and two others in the course of the 
week. From two to five hundred Jews attend, among 
whom are a number who profess a conviction of the 
truth of christianity. The London society have establish- 
ed a charity school for Jewish children, and a free achooh 
which is not confined to the Jews, though with a principal 
regard to the benefit of that nation. From three to four 
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school, 

One of the p pies vn Jewsinthe kingdom has _ lately 
been baptized, and made vice pres 
A Rabbi also, who is a native of Jcrusalen 
edged by the learned asa 


and acknovwi. 


in hope of his preaching the gospel to his Hebrew breth. 
ren In his nailve country 

When men of such eminence am ie ‘the Jews are 
verted, the prospects are truly Butheving, that many oth 
ers W ill be influenced by their cxamples and instructions, 

‘he present Jewish population in the world is estimated 
at three m BnaseS one million in the Turkish empire; 
three hundred thousand in Persia, China, Intlia, and Tar- 
tary—and one mi Hic on s¢ven hundred thousand in the rest 
of Europe, Afri ica, and America. 


Remarkable conversion af a Jew. 


HE 3 


“A poor studeat, who studied divinity at the unviversi- | 


ty of Leipsic, having occasion’to undertake a journey to 
his distant friends, was in want of the necessary money 
for that purpose. e therefore was induced to goto a 
learned Jew, te pawn his Hebrew Bible, and Greek Tes: 
tament. The latter contained the Greck and German 
text, in opposite columns. The learned Jew, litile as he 
valued this book; was however Adnes ee upon to take it, 
and to give the student half a rix-dollar for it. During 
the absence of the student, he aidavinak to read it thro’, 
with a view to confirm his mind in enmity against Jesus; 
to ridicule his person in the synagogwe, and to be better 
prepared to testify his zeal for the Jewish faith. His wife 
and children were not permitted to see the book; he was 
determined to read it alone, as a sworn enemy of Jesus, 
and to discover the falsehood of the christian religion, in 
all its parts. As the student was absent about seven 
weeks, the Jew had sufficient leisure to perform his task. 
But as he proceeded to read, his surprise increased, and 
a sacred awe pervaded him. In reading some impres: 
sive passages, he could scarcely refrain from exclaiming; 
ah, that Jesus were my Savior! Having completed the 
reading, he was astonished at himself, and exceedingly 
perplexed, that ia spite of his earrest desire to find fut! 


hundred children have been regularly educated at this J 
ident of the society. @ 
prodigy in literature, has em. | 


braced the christian religion, and is receiving instruction, | 


con. 7 
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n tne New-Testament for the increase of his burning 
nmity against Jesus, he had discovered nothing of hatred, 
but on the coutra ‘y,; much that is great, sublime, heaven- 
vy and divine. At Jongth he charged himself with silly 
simplicity, and blind folly, and resolyed to open the bock 
-omore. Inthis resolution he persisted some days. 
But the consolatory and heavenly instructions which he 
ad read, and which left an indelible impression on his 
nind, and the Oe at prospect of life eternal, which had 
ppened before him, did not suffer him to rest either day 

r night. Now he resolved to read the New-Testament 
2 second time, fully determined to be more careful in as- 
eriaining that Jesus and his apostles had justiy deserved 
he hatred of all the Jews in all ages. But again he was 
unable to discover any thing that is absurd, or bears the 
stamp of falsehood; but much wisdom, inexpressible 
omforts, for an afflicted mind, and 2 Lope of inimortality 
vhich secmed to rescue him from thet dreadful anxicty, 
vith which the thoughts of futurity had often filled him. 


Stil he could not divest himself of Sts prejudices, but 


ead the New-Testament a third time, wiih the following 
resolution: If I discover nothing the third time, wiy Je- 
sus and his apostles and their doctrine should be hated by 
Jews, I will become a christian; butifmy wish In first 
ppening the book Is now grauined, I wiil forever detest 
he christian religion. During the third reading of the 
story of Jesus, diis doctrines and promises, he ofien 
‘ould not refrain from tears. his soul was affected in a 
naner which no pen can descitbe. Now he was quite 
vercome, the love of the most holy and most lovely 
he children of men filied his soul. Being fully deter- 
ined to become a cliristian, he went wi-hout delay and 
uade bis desiiec known toa Christian minister. Now the 
Student ret toe from his journey aud brought the bor: 
‘owed money with i tcres', to receem his two books.— 
Whe Jew asxed him if he would sell the New Testament. 
whe stude..t was unwi! ling to part with it, but after some 
ersuasion yielded, W hat do you demand for it ? asked 
he Jew. A rix dollar will satisfy Oty. was the reply.— 
the Jew opened a chest, Pte laid down one hundred 
ouis d’ors, Take that, said bh ; gladly will I pay more 
f you desire it: and if at od time [can be of BcEvICE 
© you, only apply tome and I will be vour friemd to the 
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utmost of my power. he student was surprised, an¢| 
supposed tiiat the Jew made sportof him. But the latte § 
related to him, what change of mind had been wrought 
in him by reading the New Testament, upbraided him jf 
With setting so little value onthat precious book, and said 
* never will I part with this book, and you will oblige me| 
by accepting the money.” From that time he became: 
sincere christian.” | 























Specimen of Indian supfrerstition and ignorance 
























MOR Wath JUGGERNAUT. 
i nh 1g Indian account of the origin of Juggernaut, taken from the Ayec: TR. 
eh 1 Akbery; esteemed by the Indians an authentic Register of al] i 
| ne | {i ; matters relating to Hindostan;—by Abbel Fazit, secretary to th: 
i ies ereat sultan Akber; and found in Maurice’s Indian Antiquities 
Hiyk ut | vol. 1. p. 245. 
i In the townof Puroorem, in Orissa, onthe banks of 






fe the sea, isthe temple of Juggernaut. Atthe desire o 
an ancient rajah of the province, a learned Brahmin wa: 
sent to fix upon the spot most proper for the foundation 
of acity. Arriving at this spot, and inclining to fix upon 
this situation, but still not entirely determined, he obser. 
ved 2 crow plunge into the water, after washing its body, 
pay obeisance to the ocean. ‘The Brahmin, who was @f 
firmed to have understood the language of birds, enqui- 
red of the crow the meaning of this strange procedure: 
the bird answéred, That he had formerly been of the 






















tribe of Dewtah ; but from the curse of a religious mar, ph 
was transformed intothatshape: thatthe spot whereot ve 
he stood was highly favored by the Creator of the Un. of 
verse, and that whoever worshiped him on that spo} hu 
should not fail to prosper. Animated bythis intelligence bo 
as well as succeeding revelations of the divine will, the bo 
rajah builta large city, anda place of worship on the th 
spot where the crow had appeared. Not long after, the vo 
same rajah was directed bya vision to cast his eyes, upd a 
a certain day, to the sea shore, when there would arise de: 
out of the watera piece of wood, fifty two inches long; mm shi 
and one cubit an a4 half broad; that this was the true pu 


form of the Deiiy; that he must bee the invaluable 


treasure seycn days in his house, and afterwards set itup § 
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his Temple as an object of adoration. The vision was 
erified by the appearance of the wooden divinity, which 
he rajah called Juggernaut, and afterwards ornamenting 
t with goldand precious stones, deposited it in the Tem- 
ple, where it became the object of worsip of all ranks of 
people. The Brahmins wash the images of Juggernau: 
ix times every day, and the quantity of victuals datiy 
jressed for these Idols, is so great, as to feed 20,000 per- 
sons. They also at certain times, carry the image in pro- 
ession upon a carriage of sixteen wheels ; and they be- 
lieve that whoever assists in drawing it, obtains remission 
of all his stns. | 
In Hamilton’s account of India, published 1744, there 
js an engraving of this temple, which is an immense cir- 
ular structure, 50 yards high, with the image of an ox, 
cut out of one entire stone, and projecting from the cen- 
re of the building. He has likewise an engraving of the 
carriage, under whose wheels he reports that the infatua- 
ed devotees often throw themselves, in a transport of ho- 
ly fury. In 1710, this image was seen by Tavernier, 
when it was adorned with a manticof gold tissue, and 
had two large diamonds in the place of eyes, and another 
pendaut from his neck, with bracelets of pearls and ru- 


bies for his arms. 
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On the custom of Brahmin Women burning themselves to 
death, on the decease of their Husbands. 


SIGNOR Nicola Fontana de Cremona, a doctor of 
physic now at Calcutta, was witness on the 24thof No- 
vember 1784, to the shocking sight of a woman, the wife 
ofa Brahmin, burnin ge herself on the same pile with her 
husband. The sight was more affecting, as the wife was 
both young and handsome. The ceremony commenceda- 
bout sun-set. During the preparation of the funeral pile, 
the females were employed in preparing the widow for the 
voluntary sacrifice; they administered opium to her with 
a view to annihilate those feelings which so miserable a 
death must naturally excite. After taking the opium, 
Sic was stripped and plunged into the river, in order to 
purify her for that state which they taught her to be- 
heve she must enjoy, viz, that she would live happy 
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with her husband three thousand five hundred year | 
in the Elysian Fields. Having been washed, anil 
seme clothes thrown about her, she resolutely walked t,_ 
wards the wood, and boldly placed herself at the teet ia , 
her deceased husband; there she undressed herself, anj 
distributed her clothes to those around her; she said, 
few words, was tied fast to the dead body, and the pile 
was instantly set on fire. Asthe flames reached her, shea 
began to scream; the whole company struck up a dole.) ME 
ful kind of hymn, and the more her screams increased,|) 
the louder they raised their voices. When the wood an ™ 
bodies were reduced to ashes, each departed home ; andl 
thus ended the process of this horrid, superstitious aid 
most unnatural ceremony. “ 














Doce 


From the Panofilist, 
On the necessity of religious experience, and a fair repu: 
tation in Ministers of the Gospel. 


Of the duties, which devolve upon the ministers of the 
Gospel, none are more solemn and important, than that of 
setting apart others for the sacred office. In this trans 
action interests are involved, precious as the immortil 
souls of men; consequencesdepending, durable as eter- 
nity. The purity, peace and prosperity of the Church, 
as wellas the honor of Christ are at stake. Whena 
man is once introduced into the ministry, who is cor 
rupt in doctrine, or immoral in practice, a deep wound 
is inflicted upon the Church. The mouths of infidels and 
revilers are opened, and saints hang their harps upon the 
willows. Rarely is such a man afterwards divested d 
the office. He becomes a contaminating leaven to cor 
rupt the Church during his life, and often for many sub 
sequentyears. When alsoa person of doubtful piety is 
consecrated to the work of a pastor, the welfare of souls 
is put athazard. There is then reasonto fear, that the 
blind are appointed to lead the blind to destruction. 

The injunction of the Apostle to Timothy, Lay Aands 
suddenly on no man, neither be thou partaker of othef 
men’s sins, seems to be intended as a generai rule upo 
this subject. His words demand the utmost impartiality 
in the execution of this duty, and allow no man to bei 
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cted into the ministry, merely because he isa favorite 

a friend, or from fear of incurring the odium of a par- 
cular circle of his admirers. They require of the or- 
aining body, that they should be cautious in proceeding, 

d thorough in their examination, so as to have satisfac- 
pry evidence, that the candidate 1s pointed out by the 

oly Ghost to be a minister of the Gospel. Those who 

e invested by the Head of the Church, with the power 

ordaining, are tobe particularly careful that they do 
ot in the excercise of this power, justify error, impiety, 
r immorality, in the view of the world, and thus bringa 

andal and disgrace upon the cause of Christ, while 
ey endanger the immortal interests of men. 

It is not the purposeof the writer to discuss at large 

e qualifications of an evangelical minister, as these have 

en often and abundantly delineated by many abie pens. 
3ut among the requisites, which the apostle describes, 
1ere are two, which are not so often brought into view; 
nd which it may be useful to examine. 

A bishofty or overseer of the Church, must not bee 
ovice, lest being lifted upp with frride, he fallinto the con- 
emnation of the Devil. The word translated novice 
terally signifies recently filanted, or lately sprung upi— 
n its secondary meaning, as applied to Christianity, it de- 
otes one who has recently professed religion and obtained 
standing in the Church. A bishop must not be of this 
escription. He must not be a new convert, who has but 

ittle religious experience, and who has only fora short 
ime made a credible profession of his faith in Christ — 
buch an one, by being elevated to the rank of a religious 
eacher, set apart to instruct those who have had greater 
Xperience and knowledge, will be peculiarly liable to be 
illed with high ideas of his own consequence, and to be 
nflated with pride, vanity, and self-conceit. Little ac- 
uainted with the depravity and deceitfulness of his own 
eart, he will be much exposed to fall before those 
emptations which are addressed to the selfish passions ; 
passions which are as yet but partially subdued. He is 
1ot to be presumed to have obtained a clear, full, and con- 
ected view of the various doctrines and duties of 
g hristianity, so as tobe capable of exhibiting their proofs, 
heir order, mutual dependence, and consistency, in a 
manner calculated to edify the saint and convince the gain- 
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rs 
sayer. From his own short acquaintance with religion, § 








and from his limited knowledge of divine truth, he wij] 7 4 
be greatly in danger of running into error and confusion, (eC 
while he plunges his hearers into doubt and perplexity, We, 
How Jonga person must have had an experimental We »: 
knowledge of religion, and what time must be assigned | w 
for him to discipline his mind, and establish his character, | hi 
before he officiates asa religious guide, is not absvlutely | ri 
determined by this direction of the Apostle. Doubtless, 7 wi 
circumstances would require thatit should be longer in 7 a 
certain cases than in others, according to the previous 7 2 
character and advantages of the person in question 7 ir 
‘Thus much, however, the apostolic rule seems to me | hy 
plainly to require ; viz: thatin zo case shoulda person Wa no 
be invested with the office of a Gospel minister, till in Fe ex 
the view of candid and impartial judges, he may be pro- Wa 
nounced az experienced Christian. But it may be asked, | T 
Did not the apostle Paul become a preacher of the Gos. | 91 
pel, immediately after his conversion? I answer, yes— jj nt 
Christ personally appeared to him, as te one bern eut of | m 
due time. When on his way to Damascus, breathing out Be m 
threatening and slaughter against the saints, he was smit- § in 
ten to the ground by the insufferable effulgence of the | Ww 
light which burst upon him from Heaven. He wascom. | Ww. 
missioned by Christ in person, to dear his name before the | T 
Gentiles,and kings,and the children of Israel. Any one t 
who can give as incontestable proof, as the apostle did, ck 
that he has been thus miraculously converted and com- an 
missioned by Christ himself, may, like him, s¢raightway cl 
preach Christ, that he is the Sonof God. Buttheage of p! 
miracles has long since passed by, and to make a single m 
fact, in that age, a standing ruleof the Church, against th 
the plain direction of the Apostle to Timothy, is to adopt or 
a practice big with consequences most destructive to the to 
welfare of Zion. in 
Another qualification of an overseer of the Church is se 
thus expressed. Joreover, he must have a good report re 
of them which are without, lest he fallinto reproach and be 
the snare of the devil. This seems nearly allied to the w 
requisite first mentioned. .4 dishoft then must be blame | it 
less, 2 man inoffensive and irreproachable in his behav: o) 
ior. In whatever this good reportis to consist, it is obvi: : 
ously made indispensable. He ust have a good report. th 
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But here questions immediately arise. Have names of 
Christians, individually and collectively, been cast out as 
evil, in past ages of the Cnurch; and are they not to ex- 
pect the same treatment at the present day? Were not 
‘the most malicious charges brought against Christ and 
‘his apostles ? I answer, yes, they were persecuted for 
F sizhtcousness sake. All manner of evil was spoken a- 
wainstthe primitive believers, falsely, om account of their 
faith in Christ. Itis then to be observed, that in these 
“cases, the accusations were either false, or else such, as, if 
rue, did not injure their character«as’ Christians, all of 
them springing from hostility to religion. Reports of this 
nature, certainly cannot be intended by the apostle, as dis- 
qualifying a man for the work of the ministry. 

He must have a good report, of them which are without? 
The persons intended by the phrase them which are with- 
sut,seem tobe men outof the Church, or those who do 
not make any profession of religion. It is from them he 
must have a good report. This doubtless refers toa 
man’s genera? reputation ; for where is the man, concern- 
ing whom some calumniator may not circulate a story, 
which if true, would materially affect his character, and 
which the friends of detraction will be fond of propagating? 
Lhe report must come from a man’s acquaintance; for 
they alone have the means of originally knowing his 
character, whether good or bad.. If a man’s acquaint- 
ance generally concur in giving testimony favorable to his 
character, he hasa good refrort ; if they do not, but by 
pretty general. consent agree in giving unfavorable testi- 
mony, he hasa dad refiort: It is also to be observed, that 


though the testimony of those outof the church, is the 
only testimony spoken of, yet this must not be construed 


todeny the importance of having a man’s character good 
in the view of the professors of religion.. The rule 
seems to go upon the ground, that if a man’s characteris 
really bad, in the: opinion of the world, it will of course 
be 8o,in the opinion of the Church, as the standard by 
which the latter judges of characters must be higher in 
its demands, than that instituted by men destitute of reli- 
gion, | 

But it may be asked, From what time is it necessary 
that aman should maintain a fair character, in the view 
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of his acquaintance, so as to be qualified, in this respect, 
for the ministry? Certainly from the time of his making 
a public profession of his faith in Christ, if not from the 
time which he assigns as the date of his conversion. If his 
life is such after his profession of religion, that an evil re. 
port is circulated and credited respecting him, a woundis 
inflicted upon the cause of Christ, 
brought upon the Church. 
time of his conversion, a stigma will be liable to be fixed 


upon his religion, if its genuineness is not called in ques. 7 
tion. Butan evil report concerning a man’s life previous [| 


to his conversion, cannot disqualify him for the ministry; 
else the persecuting Saul could never become an apostle, 
and the Church of Christ must have been deprived of the 
labors of such men as the heayenly-minded Newton and 
Bunyan. 


The minister of the Gospel must have an unblemished | 
reputation, in order to his influence and usefulnes. If | 
reproach fastens upon him, he loses that respect which | 


should always be attached to the office. Stung with cha- 
grinat seeing himself sinking in public estimation, he 
will be tempted to resort to the arts of recrimination and 
falsehood for the purpose of wiping away his disgrace. 
The accuserof the brethren will make the most of his 
misconduct to disparage reiigion, and plunge him deeper 
and deeper into shame and contempt. His religious 
character gone, his influence is at anend. ‘The bad opin- 
ion formed of the preacher, will be to his hearers like a 
coat of mailto ward off the arrows of conviction, so that 
lis most labored and eloquent discourses, will produce no 
effect. Be ue clean, that carry the vessels of the Lord,is 
aprecept ¢ addressed with the str ongest emphasis to the 
ministers of the sacredaltar. He who w ith impure hands 
and unsanctifed heart, approaches the portals of the con- 
secrated temple, to deliver the messages of the Most 
}ligh, would do well to hearken to the divine voice from 
within, Whathast thou todoto declare my statutes, or 
that thou shouldest’ take my covenant in thy mouth? He, 
who ascends the pulpit, should be filled with the profound- 


est awe, while veneration for his character should inspire 


the assembled audience with the like solemnity. When 


o 


and a scandal is a 
If the same is true after the § 
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e arises to adress candidates for eternity, to him should 
e applicable the description of the poet : 
‘There stands the messenger of truth, there standa 
The legate of the skies; his theme divinc, 
His office sacred, his credentials clear. 
Bv him the violated law speaks out 
Its thunders, and by him, in strains as sweet 
As angels use, the Gospel whispers peace. 
He establishes the strong, restores the weak, 
2eclaims the wand’rer, binds the broken heart, 
And, armed himself in panoply complete 
Of heavenly temper, furnishes with arms 
Bright as his own, and trains by ev’ry rule 
Of holy discipline to glorious war, 
The sacramental host of God’s elect.” 


-— 2+o— 


ECCLESIASTES Xlil |—7 


A view of the different materials of which man is 
omposed may teach us to form a proper estimate of him. 
Je stands between the two worlds, the natural and the 
piritual, and partakes, of both. His body is material] but 
s inhabitant descends from another system. His soul, 
ke the world from which it comes, is Immortal; but 
is body, like the world to which it belongs, is frail 
nd perishable. From its birth it contains in it the seeds 
nd principles of dissolution, towards which it tends eve- 
y day and hour, by the very means that nourish and 
aintain it,and which no art can protract, beyond a certain 
rm. In spite of precaution and medicine,“ the evil 
ays will come and the years draw nigh, when he shall 
ay, I have no pleasure in them.” Pains and sorrows 
ill succeed each other, as“ the clouds return after the 
ain;” blackening the face of heaven, and darkening the 
ources of light and joy. The hands, those once active 

d vigorous“ keepers of the house,” grown paralytic, 
ball “tremble;” and “the strong men,” those firm and a- 
le colums, which supported it, shall“ bow themselves,” 
nd sink under the weight; the external “ grinders” 

the food, the teeth, “shall cease, because they are 
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few,’ and the work of mastication shall be imperfectly, 
perfomed. Dim suffusion shall veil the organs of sig! 

“ they that look out of the wjndews shall be diteanes* | 
* The doors,’ or valyes * shall be shut in the streets,” « | 
alleys of the body, when th 1€ digestive powers are weal 
ened, and the sound of the “ internal grinding ris low.” 4 
Sleep, if it hght upon che a vylids of age, will quickly re. | 
move again, and“ he will rise up” at the time when the 
first “ voice of the bird preclaims the approach of the| 
morning. All the daughters of music shall be brougi} 
low ;” he will hear no more the voice of singing me 
singing women. ‘fimidity and distrust wail predomina 
and he will be alarmed atevery thing ; * he shail be « 
fraid ef that which is high, and fears shall be in the way."f 
As the carly “almond tree,” when it flourishes in ‘af 
blossom, his hoary head shal! be conspicuous in the cop. 
gregation, the sure prognostic not of spring; alas but d, 
winter ;. he who Like * the grasshopper,’’ in the season 
-youth was so sprightly i in his motions, now scarce able 
crawl upon the earth, “ shall.be a burden”’ to himself, ani 
the organs of sense being vitiated and impaired, “ desire’ 
and appetite “shall fail.’ ‘Phe spinal marrow, the “silvei 
cord,’ with infinite ramifications of the nerves, thence de: 
rived, will be relaxed and lose its tone; “and the golden 
bow1,’’ the rece ptacle of the brain, from which it proceeds, 
* shall be broken.’’ The vessel by which, asa,“ pitcher,’ 
the blood is carried back to the heart for a fresh supply, 
shall be broken at the fountain, and the wheel, or i 
strument of circulation, which throws it forth again to the 
extremities of the body, shall be broken at the cistern.— 
When this highly finished piece of nechanism shail b 
thus disjointed and dissolved,“ then shall the dust,” 
which it is formed, “ return to the earth as-it was, and the 
spirit shall return.to God who gave it.’”? Learn we from 
hence, to bestow on each part of our composition tha 
proportion of time and attention, which, upon a due cop 
sideration of its nature and importance, it shall appear 1 
claim at our hands.. Bishop. Horne, 

——D > Groce 
ON SLEEPING IN THE HOUSE OF GOD. 
Mr. Editor, 


Will you allow me, through the medium of your exce! 
lent publication, to complain of a practice so inimieal™ 
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On sleeping in Meeting. | 69 


he Gospel, and so disgraceful to many of our religious 
ssemblies, as that of sleeping in the time of Divine wor- 
hip? I shall take it for granted in the outset, that to sleep 
nthe house of God is unnecessary. If men cannot labor 
ix days, and then be capable of attention to the worship 
f God on the seventh, is 1t not their duty to spend the 
ast day of the week as a day of rest preparatory to the 
Sabbath? I also take it for granted, that sleeping in a 
slace of worship will not be considered by any as a prop- 
r employment forthe Sabbath. A practice arguing such 
tupidity will find no respectable advocate. I shall now 
imply state a few reasons why I consider such a prac- 
ice very improper, and very wicked. 

1. It insults a whole cengregation. The sleeper says, 
ractically, that the congregation are fools to allow the 
breacher their attention. 

2. Such a practice insults the minister of the Gospel.— 

e asks their attention; he prays for it. Their presence 
s tohim a pledge that they will hear him. In these cir- 
umstances is he not insulted the moment they begin to 
eep! Ifaman in conversation with another, should turn 
is back, or give any other indication of inattention, his 
ohduct would receive this construction. The case is the 
ame with the preacher, and*his hearers. He expects 

e ear and the eye of each individual, as much as if there 
ere no other person in the house. To refuse such at- 
ention offers him insult. 

3. The sleeper degrades himself. None but a clown 
ould recline his head and fall to.steep while a neighbor 
pas conversing with him. And does not the “ legate of 

e skies’? deserve as much respect as any other man? 

hat can more impeach a man’s understanding, than to 

e him nodding in the house of God? It impliesthat he 
oes not think; for a thinking man cannot sleep. 

4. Such a practice profanes the temple ofGod. It was 
ot intended for a dormitory. The pew was not built for 
couch. The house is dedicated to God; and he pledg- 
s himself to fill it with his glory. In such a place who 


Nat posseses reason will dare to sleep? 


5. Such couduct offers insult to God. The Preacher 
s his ambassador. If, in the intercourse of nations, those, 
D whom an ambassador is sent,refuse to attend to his mes- 
age, they are-considered as not only insulting the ambas-— 
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70 On sleeping in Meeting. 





sador but his sovereign also. The same is true in this 
case. The insult rests not on the preacher, but pas 
ses through him and fixes upon his Lord and Master. 
In short, the sleeper refuses to hear the voice of God, 

6. Sleeping in the house of God discourages the heart | 
of the preacher, and does essential injury to his sermons, | 
“Ol” says he, “they will not attend, why need I speak? | 
I am laboring in vain, and spending my strengh for | 
nought.” It is absurd to expect any animation and unc: | 
tion in that sermon which is delivered in the ears of | 
sleening people. Every minister, who has tender feel- 
ings, knows, that it is impossible to deliver truth, with | 
life and spirit, unless he can catch the eyes of bis hear- 
ers. Ifthisis denied him, he may as well. preach to the 
rocks and the trees. 

7. Sleeping in the house of God is a very fruitful 
source of opposition tothe Gospel. None will be so like- | 
ly to object to a sermon as the man who was dreaming | 
while half of it was delivered. He wakes and catches 
half ofa proposition, which taken by partsis untrue.— | 
or hears the whole proposition, but none of the arguments 
on which it rests. It was well proved but he lost the 
proof. To the doctrine, thus viewed alone, he has pow: | 
erful objections. These objections were all answered 
while he slept; and ably answered. But in his mind they 
remain. He proposes them, and by this means raises ob- 
yections in the minds of others, who immediately unite 
with him in a . quarrel with the preacher. 

8. Sleeping | in the house of God endangers the soal — 
The person who thus spends his Sabbath, will not learn 
much truth. Remaining ignorant of the Gospel, he will 
not be likely to be converted : for God sanctifies throug 
the truth. ‘The sinner has so few Sabbaths to spend be- 
fore he must be judged, that all should be well employed; 
especially by those whose occupation is such as to induce 
them to give the bible but small attention through the week 

9. To sleep in the house of God is a pr ofanation of 
the Sabbath. The Sabbath is appointed as a cay of rest; 
but not of stupidity. Ifa mantoils hard all the week, and 
then sleeps away his Sabbath, wherein does he differ 
from the ox that he yokes. The Sabbath is a type @ 


heaven, but in heayen do they indulge in sloth? 
[ Pan opilist. 
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We would see Jesus. 74 


WE WOULD SEE JESUS. 


I woutp see Jesusin firosperity, that her facinating 
light may not lead me to a dreadful prcipice ; but, that 
his good Spirit may whisper to my heart the noble induce- 
ments Christians have to devise jiberal things ; that I may 
ever be saying, ** Whatam I, O Lord, that thou should- 
est put into my heart to do these things, whenthe earthis 
thine and the fulness thereof ? It is but thine own whichI 
return unto thee ”’ , 

1 <oould see Jesus in adversity, because he is a friend 
horn for such a state; because, when all the fallacious 
props of happisess give way, his single name alone sup- 
ports the building. I would see Jesus in adversity, that I 
might order my cause before him, for he has all power in 
heaven and on earth, and easily can arrange future events, 
so as to throw lustre on the darkest circumstances. 

{ would see Jesus in health, that I may turnat his gen- 
tlest reproof; that I may not be full and forget God, but 
be devoted, body as wellas soul, to his praise. 

I would see Jesus in sickness, because he healeth all my 
iseases; he alone dispenses the balm of Gilead; he a- 
one is the Physician there. 

I would see Jesus in ordinances; for what are ordinan- 
ces destitute of him ? As the body without the spirit is 
dead, so are ordinances without Christ. He shews him- 
self through lattices, he appears in his beauty, he is asthe 
shadow of a great rock in a weary land ; his people sit un- 
dcr his shade with great delight; his fruit is pléasant to 

eir taste. They say continually in ordinances, “ Make 
astey OO my beloved; be thou like a young heart upon 
he mountains.” 

I would see Jesusin social intercourse. For what are 
he charms of friendship ? What the refinements of taste ? 
Vhat the pleasures of conversation? Are they not all 
nsatisfying and delusive, unless sanctified by the grace 

of this Redeemer ? 

_l would see Jesus in my own heart, as Lord of its affec- 
tions, of its purposes, of its pleasures; as the grand mo- 
erof its hopes and fears; the author of its existence 
and happiness. : 

I woald see Jesus in death, as the sun of righteousness, 
whose beams, in the darkest moments, can spread 
‘gut and healing. I would iisten to his viocey saying 
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72 Death.of Thomas Paine. 


“ To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tre 
of life.” «Fear not, I have the keys of hell and death." 
Arise, O thou wearied follower of thy crucified Lord 
and enter into thy rest. | 
I would see Jesus in glory ; for, what is heaven itsel!’ 
without him ? But when we shall see him as he is, the 
shall we be like him, and forever happy in his presence. 
Gospel Zreae, | 
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DEATH OF THOMAS PAINE. 


Anargument of great weight in favor of christianity, der, 
ved from the consolations which it imparts at the hour ¢ 
death. Letall the other strong and invincible proof; 
the truth of Scripture be considered as incompetentt 
establish the point, for which they are adduced; stiil thi 
argument will not fail to carry conviction to every sobe! 
and reflecting mind. If there isa state of existence) 
which succeeds the present life; if there are rewards ani 
punishments to be adjudged in the future world accor¢ 
ing to the characters formed inthis; andif the inter 
ests of eternity are infinitely greater than those of time; 
then it is very evident, that a system of faith, which a 
the close of life brings the most solid support, and ad: 
ministers the most cheering hopes, must have the strong 
est claims to respect. Itisnot meant that an ecstacy ¢ 
joy, experienced at the moment of dissolution, furnishe 
incontrovertible evidence of the truth and value of tho 
sentiments, which have produced it; forthe visions4 
imagination in a sick man’s brain may be gay and brig 
while his reason is shaken from its throne, and his stupi 
conscience has upon it many a sin unrepented of and wu 
forsaken. ‘What is contended for is this, that when# 
intelligent and thinking man, who has been accustomed! 
look into himself and to observe his own imperfection 
and sins, and whose thoughts have expiated on eternilj 
can view the approach of death not only without terror? 
any misgivings of mind, but with tranquil resignation 
cheering and triumphant hope ; when he can depart frov 
this life with the full assurance of living again andé 
living in a better world; his composure and } 
under these circumstances, witha correct view of ® 
own character, and with a full belief of the retributio! 
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ef eternity, brings the highest honorto the religious sys- 
tem, upon which they are founded. 

Inthe controversy between the friends and the erfemies 
of the Gospel, the former can point to many expiring 
ortals, and with unanswerable argument can say, “See 
sow a Christian can die !” But where are the medels 
of composure and triumph among those, who were not 
‘hristians ? What are the names of the unbelievers, 
tho at the hourof death have exhibited any enviable ele- 
-ationof soul? Inthe faded eye of what dying infidel 
vas the light of eternity kindicda splendor, which has 
rightened and brightened till the curtain of death has 
been spread over it. 

Thomas Paine, the authorof the “ Age of Reason,” 
ied at New-York, June 8, 1809, at the age of Seventy- 
wo years ; and as his name has acquired some distinc- 
ion by the virulence, with which he attacked the chris- 
ian religion, it may not be unprofitable to survey his 
onduct in the last moments of his life. From aman of 
he most abject meanness of spirit, whose penuriousness 
1 the midst of comparative wealth made him dishonest 
ind unjust, no one will expect any elevation of mind. 
or wilit be thought, that a man, who daily reduced 
umself by his habits of intemperance to a condition inferi- 
rtothat of the brutes, would exhibit much of his boast- 
dattribute of “reason.” All that could be expected 
rom such a man, if he was true to his principles, is the 

sullen quietness of presumption and fearlesness, or the 
ead calm of stupidity. 7 
_What then was the conduct of Mr. Paine, as the king 
i terrors approached ? Was he fearless andundisturbed, 
br insensible? An account of his life, written by Mr. 
heetham of New York, has lately been published, and in 
hat work the undisputed testimony of the physician and 
Mf the nurse, who attended him in his last sickness, is 
brought forward. It appears that Mr. Paine, like Mr. 
ibbon, was unwilling to be left alone as he drew near to 
€ confines of another world. Although in conversation . 
€ professed to be perfectly willing to die ; yet if his cur- 
wis were at any time closed, he would litterally screarm 
au they were opened, and till he could perceive that some 
llow-man was nigh him. Was this courageous in ady- 
& man? Did it appal a bold infidel to have living beines 
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Paine vith the benevolent desire of imparting to him 







withdrawn fora moment from his eye, and to be, as} 
were, in the sole presence of God? Dida sense of de. | 
seruion come over him, when his earthly friends were no: | 
by his side? Was he unableto repose himself upon the | 
great Creator, in whom he professedto believe ? Did this 
tirm Unitarian, who boasted that he * believed in God ang 
God alone,” and who had no faith in the atonement of the 
Son, and no regard tothe proffered grace of the Holy 
Spirit, find himself the victim of terrific fears, when he 
no longer heard the sound of human footsteps, and wher 
the thought of appearing before God was forced upo 
him ? 

Two ofthe ministers of New-York called upon Mr, 


















rr 





some religious instruction. One of them repeated the 
words * he that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life; | 
but hethat believeth not the Son shall not see life : but 
the wrath of God abideth on him.” Mr. Paine imme. 
diately pronounced such representa .tions to be * Popish 
stuff ;”? and directed the ministers to leave the room.— 
He afterwards rave orders not to have them again admit-| 
ted,as their discourse disturbed him. Would the truthsof 
scripture have interrupted his peace, ify in his conscience 
and ‘from the bottom of his heart, he disbelieved them ? 
Mr. Paine was frequently visitedin his sickness by his 
brethren in infidelity, who were actuated by very differ rent 
motives from those, which governthe ministers of God. 
They came to strengthen him in his rejection of the 
truth ; to encourage him manfully to contemn the glad 
tidings of salvation ; to warn him of the disgrace of be. 
traying the least symptom of compunction ; "and to forti- 
iy the dying man inhis. cheerless faith, if ech, it 













an be called, by appealing to his egrezious vanity and to re 
his swollen pride. Was not this an office wor thy of de ve 
mons in human shape! ? From a man thus situated valor t 
we to expect any intimation of his belief in Jesus Christ. i 
Should we not suppose, that, for the honor of the craft, kr 
his lips would be sealed in stubborn sile: nce; whatever sel: Mh 
sations there might be in his heart?’ Yet it is an ung ues ne 
tioned truth, and a truth which ought to be carried to the ac 
cars of every man, who has been corrupted by the “ Age ke 


of Reason,” that Mr. Paine in his paroxisms of disires| 
repeatedly and eon mnnsly cried out, *O, Lord, help me: 
God, , help me! Jesus Christ, help me 
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fs thisthe daring infidel, who blasphemed the Savior of 
the world? Does he in the extremity of his suffering 
call upon him for aid, andis the secret conviction of his 
existence and universal agency thus extorted:from the 
expiring unbeliever ! It is a poor triumph to boast over 
this wretched man for his reluctant, or rather involuntary, 
testimony toatruth, which inthe days of his health he 
had ridiciled ; for though he had never uttered the above 
exclamation, yet the time is coming when both he andev- 
ery created and intelligent being will “bow the knee at 
the name of Jesus, and confess Jesus to be the Lord.”— 
When the Son of God shall descend from heaven witha 
shout, and with the voice of the archangel, and when his 
countenance shall be seen like the sun _ shining in his 
strength, it willno longer be a question whether he is a 
prince and a Savior, or whether he is to be worshipped. 

It would afford some relief tothe benevolent mind if 
Mr. P. had left unextinguished the faint glimmerings of 
contrition, or of regard to long rejected truth, which the 
above exclamation indicates. But the Christian is com- 
pelled to withhold the charitable hope, that the scorner 
became at leneth truly penitent. Dr. Manley, the physi- 
cianof Mr. Paine very solemnly asked him, a day or two 
before his death, whether, from his calling upon the Say- 
ior, it would be just to conclude that he was at length con- 
vinced of his divinity; and whether he had renounced his 
former sentiments, and at length assented to the truth of 
the gospel? To these or similar questions, when first pro- 
posed, Mr: Paine made noreply. When they were re- 
peated, and he was again asked, whether he believed that 
Jesus Christ was the Sonof God ; he answered, “I have 
ho wish to believe upon that subject.” : 

These it is thought, were the last words relating to his 
religious views, that he uttered, and thus did he perse- 
vere in his rejection of the gospel. His conduct seems 
to justify the assertion, that it was owing to his pride, that 
he did not, when thus called upon, explicitly make ac- 
knowledgment, which was extorted from him by suffer- 
ug, From his address to Jesus Christ, and from the cir- 
Cumstance, that his prous nurse read the Bible to him for 
Hours, without,seeing in himyany symptoms of displeas- 
ure, it Is confidently believed, that he at times felt some 
degree of compunctoin; but his compunction being gen- 
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erally less powerful than his pride, itwas repressed and 
concealed ; except when his extreme pains extinguished 
within him the thought of his reputation and character, 
At those-moments his lips could not refuse to say “ Lord 
Jesus help me !” 

Who is there, that possesses a particle of reason, tha: 
would for hundreds of worlds die the death of Thomas 
Paine ? Yet it is not necessary to reject the Scripture; 
and to become a deist, in order to die as honelessly as he. 
Let aman contend earnestly for the christian religion, 
and yet pay no regard to its laws and take no interest in 
its truths; let him be perfectly moral in his conduct, 
while yet the spirit of piety has never visited his heart; 
let him enroll himself among the followers of Christ, 
while yet he is destitute of the temper of their master and, 
his life is but a scene of gay amusement and busy world 
liness; let him be serious and contemplative, and think 
much and habitually upon religion and eternity, wile ve: 
he has never been humbled into penence, and has ne | 
renounced his own righteousness and attributed his hopes | 
to the free grace of Godthrough Jesus Christ; let him 
be correct in his relizious views and zealous for the or-1 
thodox faith, while yet his character is not moulded into | 
the christian form ; let him anticipate with confidence the 
felicity of heaven, while yet the love of God dees not 
reign supreme in his breast ; notwithstanding all this sv- 
périority to the wretched infidel, whose dying conduct has 
been surveyed, he may be plunged at last intothe same 


abyss of ruin. (Pa 29. | 
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From the London Evangelical Magazine. 
The Calvinistic and Arminian doctrines compared, 
with regard lo the hope of salvation which they re- 
spectively afferd lo sinners in general. 


[In 2 letter to’a Friend. ] 


My dear lriend, 
As one sincercly desirous of being instructed in the good 
ways of the Lord, you ask ia your last, ‘Does not. the doc- 
trine of the Arminians seem to afford greater hope of sal- 
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Catcinistic and Arminian Doctrines. 


vinists?? Iam well aware that Arminian preachers fre- 
quently say, ‘That they preach free grace to all; but that 
Calvinists preach free grace only toa few.’ They believe, 
and wish their hearers to believe, that the Arminian doc- 


rine does afford greater hope of salvation to sinners in 


general, than the Calvinistic doctrine. However, I des- 
re you willimpartially consider whether this be not a mis- 
»prehension of the matter. 

I will take the liberty of appealing to yourself, and all 
ethers who have had frequent opportunities of attending 
the preaching of Calvinists, whether their preaching in 

eneral, tends in the least to discourage penitent sinners, 
who are convinced of their lost and ruined state, to come 
to Jesus Christ for life and salvation. Do they not most 

arnestly and affectionately invite sinners of every descirp- 
iontocome? Dothey not shew, according to the word, 
hat God does not reject'any who are willing to receive 


he salvation that isin Christ? Therefore, the doctrine 


of Calvinists affordgthe most satisfactory hope of salvation, 
o-all who are willing to acceptit in God’s way. How 
then does the doctrine of Arminians. afford greater hope ‘ 
Does it afford hope to such as continue impenitent and 
nwilling to accept of the glorious salvation which is i 

hrist? Certainly not. Then, I ask again, how does the 
doctrine of Arminians afford greater hope of salvation 
o sinners in general, than the doctrine of Calvinists! 

I desire you will consider, whether the doctrine of Cal- 
vinists doesnot afford greater hope of salvation to sinners 
m general than the doctrine of Arminians? Allthe hope 

he doctrine of Arminians affords, depends on the suppos- 
ed strength of sinners in general to come to Jesus Christ; 
for they will not allow that God bestows distinguishing 
Stace upon any one more than another. If they were to 
aliow this, they would allow what would amount to as 

uch as Calvinists understand by election: and, indeed, 
the hope that depends on the strength of a sinner to come 
o Jesus before he is created anew and born of God, is 
Duta very weak one; for man ‘is dead in trespasses and 
Sins;’—the is darkness;’—his ‘carnal mind is enmity 
against God ;’—yea, his enmity is such, he ‘cannot come 
o Jesus except the Father draw him: therefore, the doc- 
rine of Arminians does not afford the least hope of salva- 
“on to any sinner who believes his state to be such as itis 
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doctrine of Calvinists, myriads of the fallen race of Adam 


have becn given to Christ, and these shall all certainly 


come to him, and have everlasting life. ‘He shall sce his 

seed ; he shall prolong his days; and the pleasure of the 

Lord ‘shall prosper in his hands. He shall see of the tray. 
«il of his soul and shall be satisfied.’ 

In aword, the doctrines of Arminians and Calvinists a. 
gree in shewing, that God will certainly receive every re. 
turning sinner ‘—they agree in shewing, that ‘Every one 

vo asketh receiveth, and he who seeketh findeth, ahd to 
nim that knocketh it shall be opened ;’—but the doctrine 
of Arminians does not afford the least certainty: that any 
one will come to ask, seek, or knock; while the doctrine 
of Calvinists affords the greatest certainty, —a. certainty 
founded on the promise and faithfulness of the unchang- 
ing God, ‘Thata people numerous as the morning dew, 
shall 2 made willing in the day of his power.’ T here- 
ore, judge you, my dear friend, whether the doctsines of 
nvvitnkeass or Calvinists afford the greatest hope of salvya- 
‘on to sinners in eeneral. 

‘he doctrine of election (as it is held by Calvinists in 
zeneral) never does any harmto any man. It never has 
cansed the destruction of any ; but has caused the salva- 
tion of thousands. It keeps none from Christ; but draws 
many to him, even as many as docometo him. When 
scven thousand were saved fromthe almost general aposta- 

‘yin Israel, ia the days of Elijah, by the election of grace, 

¥ ewtine did infinite good to the said seven thousand who 
vere saved, while it did no harm tothe rest. When many 
‘housands of the Jews were saved in the same manner, In 
he days of Christ and his apostles, election did unspea- 
cable cood to so many.as were saved, while it made the 
cire umstances of the rest no worse. Therefore, if elec- 
tion does so much good to myriads, while it injures none, 
ere is no room to find fault ; but with adoration to admire 
the riches of God’s grace. It isa certain fact, that God 
saved Saul, the persccutor. As an unchanging God, he 
must have acted herein ‘according to the election of grace. 
It must ass admitted, that this-act was a most merciful act 
with reeard to Saul himself; and ‘ie rein aon injured no 
man living, neither in this world nor the next; he thereby 
put no impediment in the way of the salvation of any man; 






‘epresented in the word of God ;—but, accordinig to the 
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and if God injured no man by actually saving Saui in time, 
he certainly injured no man by purposing from eternity to 
save him. The same observation will hold good with re- 

ard to-every one who shall stand at the right hand of the 
Judge at last. God’s decree of election is neither more 
nor less than his eternal design to do good, and only good, 
in the salvation of sinners. Election hath. nothing to do 
with any who perish; therefore, there is nothing forbid- 
ing in the election which Calvinists preach... It is not an 
election that drives sinners.from Christ, but.that draws 
sinners to Christ. It appears to me, thatall the success 
which has attended the ministry even of Arminians them- 
selves (and I have no doubt that the ministry of many -cf 
them has been attended with great success) is ultimately 
ascribed to God’s gracious decree of election. 

I remain dear Friend, &c. - 
J. Ri 


- ——-S + Ee = 


The following letter was written by a young lady, now 
he wife of an American Missionary in India, to anoth- 
er young lady, a companion in labors and sacrifices. 


B:....., August 29th, 181}. 

Your letter, my dear Miss P was productive of 
sensations pecuhary pleasing. From the first intimation 
of your voluntary sacrifice of worldly happiness for the 
cause of Christ, I felt an attachment, which can only be 
known by those whose views and prospects are similar, 
and which has increased by your late affectionate epistle. 

The idea of walking in the same path through life, par= 
taking of the same trials and difficulties, induces me al- 
ready to rank you with the number of my much loved 
friends, and inclines me to write freely-ona subject dear 
to us both. 

Our contemplated undertaking is great, arduous, and 
highly important. To entera path untrod before by any 
Ameriean female requires much previous consideration. 
The sudject should be thoroughly: investigated, and every 
argument in favor and against candidly weighed. If argu- 
ments in favor of females accompanying missionaries to 
a heathen land preponderate, we ought impartially to ex- 
amine ourselves, to see, if we possess those qualifications 
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alisolutely requisite for such an undertaking. If througi: 

he mercy of God, we humbly dare to hope, he has in any 
measure prepared us, should we not seriously and prayer- 
fully search for the prevailing motive, which induces us 
to make the attempt? A life of self-denial is before uz, 
and we must begin by cutting the most tender ties. The 
paternal roof, and all that is endearing m the appellation 
of parent, sister, and brother, must be forsaken, never to 
be seen more. The scenes of our playful years, the com- 
panions of our lives, and the much loved eircle who sur. 
round the social altar for prayer and praise, must no lon- 
ver be enjoyed, but lost forever. We must encounter the 
dangers of the deep, perhaps be taken by some foreign ty- 
rannical power, separated from those we love, and if spar- 
ed from immediate death, condemned to drag outa 
wretched existence, in some gloomy prison, or under the 
galling yoke of slavery and oppression. Butif preserved 
from trials like these, what awaits us ina heathen land? 
Not the cheering salutations of long absent friends, but 
the uncouth dtalect of an unknown tongue will every 
where sound In our ears. We shalt be surrounded by 
those whose very countenances wear a terrific aspect, who 

are destitute of a religious principle by which to govern 
their actions, and whose conciences are so dead as to cease 
to alarm when committing the most atrocious crimes.— 
We must live in constant dread of those around, except 
when faith raises us-above the fear of the power of crea- 
tures.. 

Our bodics may be emaciated with sickness, our mel- 
tal faculties lose their vigor in consequence of the sultry 
climate ; want, peril, and distress may every where at- 
tend us. We may soon be called to part with our dearest 
earthly friends, and be left alone ina land of strangers.— 
When we come to lie down on the bed of death, no pa- 
rent or sister will soften our dying pillow and wipe away 
our tears ; no congenial friend to close our eyes and lay 
our bodies in the grave. Thus we may end our days in 
a heathen land. How gloomy, my dear girl, this picture 
And yet, have we not reason to expect to find it a reality? 
What motives are sufficient to induce us to enter a path 
so filled with briars and thorns? If-the object which lies 
at the end, is not worth making all these sacrifices and. 
enduring all these trials, we shall sink and be discourage 
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ed before we get half through. But if actuated from mo- 



































tives of sincere love to the Redeemer, and an ardent de- 2 he mk 
sire for the salvation of sinners, we have nothing to fear. Sh ARS) 
He will strengthen and support us in every trying hour.— Ae ae 
Although he may appoint for us a path full of dangers, yet FE bbe 
‘WM he will provide a way forescape. He can easily take away RSE tg 
ee those painful sensations of which a separation from our ass & 
friends will be productive. If he deprives us of every “ake ip (oe Sai 
other source of enjoyment, and gives us himself, we can- waa ge 
not be unhappy. Jf we must leave our parents, on whom rete, eras 
we have been dependent, will it not lead us to feel the more. ere 
need of having God for our Father, and to see more clear- ie hye 
ly our entire dependence on him? Ifour sisters and so- oo eae 
cial friends must be forsaken, may we not find sisters ia ant fi) hag 
each other, and erect the social female alter in a land of Loa 
pagans? Perhaps we may induce some of the wretched, Hie ha a 
degraded females of India, to join with us in worshipping Faso) oa 
our heavenly Father. Perhaps we shall be the first to ie 3 pape s) 
teach some listening, attentive child to lisp the praises of grec ee ; 
Jesus. O my dear sister, thoughts like these, are suffi- Rigger | 
cient to excite in our hearts a wisi to spend our days in a Mies | 
heathen land. Yes, we will give up worldly happiness, es aa § ie ee 
joyfully cncounter the dangers of the deep and the un- EE ae fo ta 
known trials that await us, at our place of destination.— TEE ae ee 
We have every thing to engage us, for all heaven is en- a ed f 
gaged in the same glorious cause far which, we humbly We ue 
hope, we leave our native land. | fee ob 
“The sultry climes of India then we’il choose ; ee is ‘ ; 
There will we toil, and sinners bands unloose ; ai ya ee : : 
There may we live, and draw our latest breath, “f ne ae 
And in our Jesus’ service meet a stingless death !” ye 
Adieu my dear girl, and belicve me, your letters will ea ese 
ever enhance the felicity of:your affectionate N——-. Cee ea. 
[Vow Nancy Judson. | 4 BE aby eh 
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Founded on Facts. a 

“K Ve - : t. a ai , 
You shall see my treasures,” said a country minister ee ae 
to his friend from a neighboring city; “ kings and prin- ee Es 


ces display theirs, though they perish in qhe using ; come Mee Ba 
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and see what the Lord has done for us; especially amon. 
those, who, though poor in this wrold, are rich in fait). 
and heirs of the kingdom which he has promised to those 
who love him. | 

** My people are chiefly manufacturers; but the cloth. 
ing trade has very much declined of late: the lower or. 
ders, amongst uS, are suffering great privations: to ge, 
them, you would imagine they would not remain much lop. 
ger peaccble; yet, to hear many of them, you can scarce. 
ly suppose a nearer resemblance to Him, who had learned 
in whatsoever state he was, tobe therewith content. Yes, 
that blessed book, the Brp_e, has taught them to foe 
God and honour the king; to shew their loyalty, not by 


noisy exclamations, not by idling their precious time iy 


tumultuous revelry ; but by peacibly obeying the laws; to 
love their ne.ghbours as themselves ; to dear tie ills they 
cannot avert ; and to forbear from injuring those wilio law. 
fully possess what Providence has (doubtless for wise pur 
poses) denied to them, They are well aware, that des. 
troying provisions is not the way to lower their frice— 
How they exist on their present earnings, I cannot tell; 
it must be pinching times for them; bui the same Bist 
has taught them to obey that command, which. has a gre. 
cious promise annexed: ‘Seek frst the kingdom of God 
end His rightecusness, and all these things shall be add: 
ed unto you ;’ they can ¢rust God, when they cannot (race 
Him. They have read the fifth chapter of St. James, and 
they are content to refer all their concerns to their Father 
in heaven, and their Elder Brother, who, (speaking 3 
never man spake) said,‘ Blessed are the poor in spirit 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.’ He has made them 
heirs, not ef landed estate, but of a spiritual kingdom; 
of treasures laid uf, reserved for the saints who love 
Him. Here lives Stephen Witson: we will walk in, and 
see him first. , 

“Good morning, Betty: where is Stephen ?” 

“Your service, sir: how glad I be to see you! I was 
desperately fearful for you yesterday, and was for all s¢ 
glad to see you go up the pulpit stairs once more! There; 
I thought, and so did Stephen, you were going to leave us! 


‘and get above.” 


‘“« Why, Betty, you know I was very ill ; but, through 


gmmercy, my people’s prayers were heard; and I am resto? 
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ed to my flock again. I hada desireto depart and be 
with Christ, which certainly would have been far better ; 
hut to abide in the flesh, is perhaps gmore needful for 


them.” : 
“Oh, sir, I did not doubt but God ws with you in the 


urmace; but I hope you have many logg years to live yet. 
Stephen and I do praise the Lord, #r raising you up 
gain. But I beg pardon, good gegilemen: you asked 
for Stephen; he is gone to work Sngthe common, while 
the children and I dothis ¢wisting, t@ keep us from starv- 
ing; and you know, sir halfa loafffin an honest way, is 
better than no bread. The poor rowing children must 
eat; as for Stephen and I, we can do, sir, you know, with 
less than they.” 

“ How long is it, Betty, since you had any weaving ?” 

“For seventeen weeks we have had only one turn, 
which was all done in two days.—Master is very kind to 
us, and would gladly Iet us have more; but he says, all 

ust share and share alike.” 

“ What did you earn while in full work?” 

“Why there, sir, Stephen and his partner (our little 
Jem, about ten vears old, who could throw a shuttle des- 
perate well) could earn two or three and twenty shillings 
a week; [ earned cight; and all the rest of the boys 
four more. Oh, sir/! shall we cvcr%Sec such times of plen- 
ty again 2” | 

“fT hope so, Betty, when it shal! please Gad to dispose 
all hearts to peace. You know, we pray constantly that 
this may be the case ; and prayer is very prevalent with 
God; Bat what do you eet now °7* 

“You know, sir, the great Banker from London bought 
the commmon, and gives all who have a mind to come 
and work upon it, if they are on the ground by six in the 
morning, a shilling a day, andthe lads sixpence. Stephen 
and the two biggest boys yo there, when there is no work 
at home ; this, you know, good gentlemen, would help us 
mainly ; but the lads come home so hungry I can scarce- 
ly find them barley bread enough; but, praised be the 
Soodness of the Lord, we have got on some Aow or other. 
Stephen and I have often talked over that precious prom- 
ise,* Bread shail be given, and water shall be sure;’ and 
though we never doubted about water being sure (for 
there is nothing else of drink for poor folks) yet we have 
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been bard put to it for bread: we’ve sometimes been reg. 
dy to give up; but, there, whenever we have just done 
the last piece, some Job or other is wanted, or some kind 
friend sends us something, so that we have never long 
wanted. Qh! dear sir, if we could but live more an 
more_on these blessed promises, Iam sure we should find 
it better for our souls. Ido want tolive more on Christ.” 

‘* Why, Betty,” said the minister’s friend, “you look all 
in rude health.” 

‘* Yes, sir, we have the best of earthly blessings, health 
of body; and we know somewhat of peace of mind, too, 
which makes us of lighter hearts than many gentiefolks, 
IT wish I could say we were as grateful as we ought to be; 
butewe pray daily for more grace.” 

‘¢ Well sir, we must go, if you please,’ 


b 


said the minis- 


ter to his friend; who, on rising, dropped a few shillings 
into Betty’s hand, and told her to provide a dinner for Ste- 
phen and all the rest of them. 

“Heaven bless you, sir,” said Betty ; “ this is another 
proof of God’s goedness ; for, till Stephen comes home, 


we had nothing in the heuse.’’ 
“ Give God all the praise,” replied her benefactor. 
‘‘ What think you, my friend, of this first specimen?— 
“ay [ not cai! such a saint an Item in my treasures?” 
“Yes an item indeed: I wish I was more like her. 


How much we may learn from these poor saints! Instead 


of being peevish, and repining at the crosses I meet with, 
had I the faith she evidences, I should be absorbed in grat- 
iuuude. May I learn from her a lesson of humility and 
cheerful submission to My heavenly Vather’s righteous 
will ?" 

‘‘ This is Edmund Hanway’s house ; I dare say he is at 
home. If you look you will see he has literally worn 


-away the floor of his room, by long and incessent work at 


his jenny.”’ 

‘Walk up, good sir, I thought it was your voice. | 
know you'll be so good as to excuse my coming down, be- 
cause [ am old and crippled.” 

“What, still plodding on, Edmund ?” 

‘“ Yes, sir; the oid place and the oid work.’’ 

“‘ How many years have you worked here ?”” 

*¢ Above thirty sir, last Michaeimas, I have walked up 
and down this room; except when my heavenly Father 
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has Jaid me by on that bed, with the rheumatism, once 
now and then. My walks up and down, tending this jen- 
ny, would make many.a mile a day, 'f it were measured : 
‘+ would be weary work to be so confined, if I had not the 
nest of company. Here folks do think I work alone, and 
‘ajone sense Ido. But yet I don’t; for Jesus, my bles- 
sed Savior, condescends to visit me. Here, while at work 
{ de think over your sermonsand some of them afford me 
jaore pleasure in remembering and musing over, than 
even the hearing ofthem ; and yet I] think, I know a little 
what pléasure isin hearing them too. ’Tis no hardship 
to me to be alone: I have no interruptions; and, though 
times be hard, my master gives me a bit of work every 
week ; and you know, Sir, a little bit is enough for a poor 
old man like I; my wants are soon supplied, and, before 
jong, I shall be called to the rest you were talking about 
a Sabbath or two ago, to join my dear wives and eleven 
children, all gone before me. Whata rest, sir, and what 
a meeting !” 

“ Yes, Edmund,” said the minister’s friend, “ and, ¢ to 
be forever with the Lord !’ think on that.”’ 

“We will now go,” said the minister, “ to poor Sarah 
Howard, who has been bed-ridden nearly fourteen years. 
Her’s has been an affliction indeed ! yet she is passive as 
a ‘weaned child ;’ and you will observe how clean and neat 
every thmg is.” 

_ Hearing a voice below, she exclaimed, ‘* Come up dear 
sir. I thought I saw you getting over the stile as I Jay 
looking through the broken window; but I was afraid it 
Was not you, because you hada gentleman with you.— 
How kind it is to visit a poor old widow soon after your 
own illness ! 1 thought we should have lost our dear Min- 
aster. Not that I ever Aeard him ; but my daughter, and 

ames, and Molly, come in here of a Sabbath night, and 
ell me what he has preached about. Oh, sir, we did al! 

ray for his recovery with all our might.” 

“Why, Sarah,” said the stranger, “God sometimes 
"ings his ministers to the gates of the grave, to make 
heir churches see how valued they oughtto be while in 
iealth and the full vigour of pastoral labours, and also to 
‘Ouse them to Increase energy and prayer. Churches, 
ninisters too, yea, all of us, need rousing sometimes. * 

ouno doubt heard — was our good friend’s first text 
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86 Pastoral Visit. 





after his recovery: ‘ The Lord chastened me sore, but did 
not give me over unto death. ”’ 

“Yes, dearsir, I can set to my seal: ‘the Lord hath 
chastened me sore, but he hath not given me over unto 
death.’ Ihave been chastened in my frerson, and am ren- 
dered helpless by long and severe illness: I have been 
chastenedin my circumstances ever since I was left a wid. 
ow ; aye, good gentlemen, I know what oppressing a wid- 
ow, what bad debts and hard hearted creditors are: J 
have been chastened In my family by a son, whom I was 
dotingly foad-of, running away, and going to sea:_besides 















all these, J have been chastened in my mind, because | 
* walking in darkness and having no light ;” yet, after all, 
I trust I can say with David, * Before I was afflicted I went 
astray, but now have I kept thy word ;’ and I hope I can 
say with St. Peter,* but am now returned tothe Shepherd : 
and Bishop of souls.’ ” , 

The Minister suggesting to his friend, it was time to 
g0, poor old Sarah eagerly implored, “ Now, dear sir, do : 
not you go without a word of prayer; let me hear, in the i 
chamber, the voice I am denied hearing in the sanctua- 5 
ry.” ¢ 

‘* Well, Sarah, let us pray.” d 

The prayer being ended, £ 

“* A thousand blessings on you !”’ said Sarah. a 

“ And,’ subjoined the stranger, “ peace be to you, my p 
afflicted friend; and, with this mite, tell your daughter to li 
purchase something ag a cordial for your body, though it b 
cannot be equal to the rich cordial which, in this room wé fe 
have found to cheer our hearts !” t} 

Conversing together as they returned, said his friend, tt 
“I have often thought pastoral visits too much neglected, R 
though St. Paul set an example by preaching from house 01 
to house. I now see how delightful and profitable they ™ 
may, be made, and only wish my commercial concerns* im b 
would allow me to build a box neat you; and that, when th 
you take such rounds as these, with their pastor may als9 eI 
be associated their pastor’s friend !”’ | P! 

The morning thus spent, was admirably adapted to pre- qi 
pare both the minister and his friend for future scenes te. 
which await them: they have 60th had similar scenes t0 an 


these in their own houses, but are both living witness¢® 
that religion has rendered lovely in life, and eminentls 





Meditation on Light. &7 


prepared for the vale of death, those who were dearer to 
them than life itself. Should the minister be honoured 
with another visit from his-friend, may their rambles be 
equally spiritual and profitable, as were these which now 
stand a memorial of their undissembled friendship ! 


—s+o— 
MEDITATION ON LIGHT. 
“ Truly the light is sweet, and a fileasant thing tt is for 
the eyes to behold the sun.” 


Be still my soul, and. stand amazed at the abounding 
mercy of that God, whohas called thee out of darkness in- 
to his marvelous light. By nature I was blind to all tha: 
is lovely or cf good report. I saw no beauty in the Sayv- 
iour that I should desire him. My carnal mind was at en- 
mity with the God of my life ; I desired not the knowl- 
edgeof his ways. Sin had se darkened my understanding, 
that religion appeared a needless thing 5; yea it secmed 
irksome. But as the benighted travelicr, who has journ- 
eyed long through the shades of night, with pleasure be- 
holds the returning day ; so in a far noblersense, was my 
soul enamoured and delighted, when the Sun of Right- 
cousness shone on my once benighted mind. dispelling the 
dark clouds of sin and ignorance, and restoring me to the 
favour and friendship ef Ged.. Now religion is no longer 
a task but a delightful privilege. Wisdom’s ways are 
pleasant, and-all her paths are peace. My Bible nolonger 
lies covered. with dust, but I read it with sweet delight, 
beholdiug Jesus in every page. This is a light unto my 
fect, and a lamp unto my path. The Holy Spirit takes of 
the things of Christ and reveals them to me; and I find 
them swect indeed, sweeter than honey, or the honey comb. 
Reader art thou a friend of God; or art thou still going 
onin thy sin and rebellion against the Author of ail thy 
mercy ? If so, living and dying without repentance, far 
better thou hadst never been born; for if born but once 
thou must die twice. Without anew birth thou canst act 
enter the kingdom of heaven; for heaven is a prepared 
piace, for a prepared people. But if thou artrenewed by 
divine grace, and art walking in the light of God’s coun- 
tenance, thy light is sweet indeed. ‘lo thee it is pleas- 
ent to behold that glorious natural luminary ; because in 
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88 Prodigal Son, 


the light thereof thou seest the variegated beauties tha: 
surround thee, each proclaiming its Almighty Former, 
and each affording matter for meditation and praise. But 
when the Sun of Rightecusness shines into thy soul, j: 
gives thee pleasure beyond the conceptions of the men of 
the world. Then thou hast joy and peace in believing. 
Jesus is precious unto thee; his name is as ointmen: 
poured forth. He is thy choicest flower; the rose of 
sharon; ihe fairest Hilly of the vale; the chicf among ten 
thousand, and altogether lovely. 

—~ 4 


ORIGINAL LETTER TO A PRODIGAL SON. 
[By Richard Baxter. } 


Sir, 

The many obligations laid upon me by the kindness of 
your parents, and the last request of your mother on 
your behalf, command me to make known my thoughts to 
you concerning your present and everlasting state. 

I know the grace of God is free, arfl that many parents 
are in heaven whose children are in hell; but yet, some 
respect the mercy of God hath to children for their pa- 
rents’ sake ; which puts me in some hopes of you; and, 
for myself F cannot think of your mother, whose soul is 
now with God, withouta strong affection to her offspring ; 
which will not suffer me to see you perish in utter si- 
lence, and forbear my admonition, how ungrateful soever 
it may prove to your corruption. 

I have long inquired after your welfare; and, from the 
voice of Fame I heard a very sad report of you: That 
you were quite given up to drinking, sporting, idle com- 
pany and courses, in flat licentiousness, in your disobedi- 
ence to your father, andtothe grief of his heart; and 
that'as you were achild when you should have been a 
man, sow now you grow worse than man or child ; so that 
your father has purposed to marry, and disinherit you, that 
he might not leave his estate to such————.._ I was _loath 
to credit this report; but made further enquiry of som 
that [ knew to be your friends, and all confirmed it; s0 
that I am in great fears lest it be true. 

Sir, believe it, these lines are not begun to you without 
tears. Alas! that the only son, the too much beloved 
darling of my dear friend, should prove a wretch, an I 








Prodigal Son. 


yincible neglecter of God and his salvation, and an heir of 
everlasting misery (without conversion?) Shall the soul cf 
such an affectionate, careful mother see you in damnation ? 
Shall the heart of a loving father, who looked for so much 
of his earthly comfort in you, have his greatest earthly 
sorrow from you? Is it not sorrow enough to put him to 
part with half himself, but he must see his only son as lost 
and dead while he is alive ? 

Sir, if you cannot feel words, you shal! shortly have that 
which will make you feel.’ What! is your heait become 
a stone ? Have you so lately seen the face of death in a de- 
ceased mother, and do you no better bethink you of your 
own? I beseech you for the sake of her that charged you 
by her Jast word to you, to be ruled by me; nay, I beseech 
you, for the sake of God and your soul that you would 
take these lines a little into your private serious thoughts, 
if you know how toe serious ; and that you will not pro- 
ceed any further in your folly, till you can tell how to an- 
swer the question which I shall now put toyou.’ 

Sir, what do you think ‘on? Do-you not believe that the 
infinite God beholdeth you, and that you live: in his pres- 
ence! Is God’s presence nothing to you? Are you’affect- 
ed with nothing but what yc": see? Do you live only by 
sense, and not by faith ? Say not so, without an acknowl- 
edement of brutishness; do notso, unless you will dis- 
own your manhood. 

I beseech you, tell me, do you ever think of dying, and 
of what follows? If not, what shift do you make to over- 
come your wit, so far as to forget it? If you do, what shift 
make you to overcome your wit and sense itself so far as 
to distegard'it? Can your guilty soul endure the terrors 
of an offehded Majesty? ‘Is it nothing to be condemned 
by the most-holy God to everlasting torments? 

Sir, you had best bethink you quickly whom you have 
todo with: It is not only an earthly father that you offend, 
but you are a creature and a subject of eternal Majesty. 
You owe him your highest love and obedience.—He will 
make you know yourself, and kriow your Maker and know 
his laws, and know your duty, or he will make you howl 

in epdiess misery for it. You may make bold with a man 
like yourself; but be not too bold-with the consuming fire. 

he sun is darkness in comparison of his glory; the 
heavens and earth are but as a hand breadth; in compari- 

Ii 2 | | 
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son of his infiniteness. Thousands and ten theusands of 
glorious angels are praising Him, while such a thing as 
you, are slighting, forgetting and disobeying Him. ‘And 
do you think he will long put up with this at your hands? 
If you dare take your Prince by the throat, if you dare 
play with a raging hungry lion, yet do not play with the 
wrath of God. If you dare venture on fire or water, yet 
learn more wit than to venture on hell-fire. 

Do you think these are but empty words? Believe you 
nota life to come? If you donot, your unbelief shall not 
procure your escape: but experience shall convince you, 
and make you, in despite of you, believe or confess that 
there is an endless life that you should have provided for, 
If you do believe it, you are out of your wits, man, to be. 
lieve one thing, and to do another; to believe that you are 
near to heaven or hell, and yet make light of it! 

O, Sir, it is but a few days that you have to take your 
fleshly pleasures in; but it is long and long indeed ‘that 
you must suffer for it, if speedy sound conversion pre- 
vent it not. How many years must your flesh and bones 
Iie in the earth, while your soul is paying dear for your 
wilfulness ! And how many millions of years after must 
soul and body lie in hell! Will you take comfort in the 
remembrance of your present pleasures? Will it case 
vour torments, think you, to remember that once you had 
your will, and once you gratified your flesh ? 

Sir, deal plainly and not deceitfully with yourself. Are 
you considerately resolved to sell all your hopes of heay- 
cn for your pleasure? Are you resolved of it? Will you 
make so mada bargain? Will you venture upon hell for 
a little sensual delight? If this be your deliberate resolu- 
tion, you be not worthy the name of a man, nor worthy to 
come into the company of men. If it be not, what mean 
you, to do it? The Governor and Judge of the world hath 
told you, that “ they that are after the flesh, do mind the 
things of the flesh; and they that are after the Spirit, the 
things of the Spirit ;” that “to be carnally minded 1 
death; that if ye live after the flesh ye shall dic; that 
they who are in the flesh cannot please God; and that i 
ony man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 


[ To be Continued. } 








The Orphans, &e. 
THE THREE QUESTIONS: 


BERNARD’S three questions are worth the asking our- 
selves, in any enterprise :—1. Is it lawful ?: May I do it, 


and not sin? 2. Is-it becoming me as a Christian? May I 


i=) 


do it and not wrong my profession? 3. Is it expedient? 
May I doit, and not offend my weak brother ? 


mening 
Conference between a Universalist and his Son: 


The father said, “ There is no such being as a Devil.”’ 
His son replied, “but the scriptures mention a Devil.”— 
The father answered, “all the Devil there is, is the wick- 
ed corrupt disposition, which is in the breast of every 
man.” *¢ Dear father,’’ said.the son, “ pray tell me, was 


ita wicked disposition, which set Jesus Christ on the 
pinnzcle of the temple.” The father was confounded and - 


the conference ended. 
THE ORPHANS: 


My chaise the village inn did gain; 
Just as the setting sun’s last ray 
Tipt with refulgent gold the vane 
Of the old church acrost the way. 


Across the way I silent sped, 

The time till supper to beguile 

In moralizing o’er the dead, 

That moulder’d round the ancient pile. 


There many an humble green grave shew’d 
Where want, and pain, and toil did rest ; 
And many a flattering stone I view’d, 

O’er those who once had wealth posess’d 


A faded beach its shadow brown 

Threw o’er a grave where sorrow slept ; 

On which, though scarce with grass o’ergrown 

Two ragged children sat and wept. “ 


A piece of bread between them lay, P 
Which neither scem’d inclin’d to take ; 
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And yet they look’d so much a prey 
To want it made my heart to ache, 


a irae 
d ld ¥ = 


My little children, let me know 

Why you in such distress appear ; 

And why you, wasteful, from you throw 

That bread, which many a heart would chees 


The little boy, in accents sweet, 
Replied, whilst tears each other chas’d 
“Lady we’ve not enough to eat, 

And if we had, we would not waste. 


But sister Mary’s naughty grown, 
And will not eat, whate’er I say, 
Tho’ sure I am the bread’s her own, - 
And she has tasted none to-day.” 


“Indeed,”’ (the wan, starv’d Mary said} 
‘Till Henry eats, Pll eat no more ; 

For yesterday I got some bread: 

He’s had none since the day before.” 


My heart did swell, my bosom heave ; 
I felt as though depriv’d of-speech, 

I silent sat upon the grave, 

And press’d a clay celd hand of each’ 


With looks that told a tale of woe, 
With looks that spoke a grateful heart, -- 
The shiv’ring boy did nearer draw, 

And ‘thus their tale of woe impart. - 


‘‘Before my father went away, 
Entic’d by bad men o’er the sea, 
Sister and I did nought but play..:, 
We liv’d beside yon old ash-tree. 


¢¢ And then poor mother did so cry, 
And look’d so chang’d I cannot tell; 
She told us that she soon should die, 
And bade us love eachother well. 





\U EER “‘ She said that when the war is o’er, 
i i Be j Perhaps we might our father see ; 

| ki ir if But if we never saw him more, 

| Hh iq | That God our Father then would be. 








The Orphans, &c. 


* She kiss’d us both and then she died. 
And we no more a mother have... 


Ilere many a day we sat and cried 
Together, on poor mother’s grave. 


‘‘ But when our father came not here, 
I thought if we could find the sea, 
We should be sure to meet him ther¢, 
And once again should happy be. 


We hand in hand went many a mile,. 
And ask’d our way of all we met, 

And some did sigh, and some did smile, . 
And we of some did victuals get. 


‘¢ But When we reach’d the sea, and found 
*Twas one great water round us spread, 


We thought that father sure was.drown’d, . 


And cry’d, and wish’d us both were dead. 


So we return’d to mother’s grave, 
And only long with her to be! 

For Goody, when this bread she gave, 
Said, father died beyond the sea. 


‘Then since no parents have we here, 
We’l) go and seek for God around ; 
Lady, pray can you tell us where 
That God, our Father may be found? 


lie lives in heaven mother said, 

And Goody says that mother’s there; : 
So if she thinks we want his aid, 

{ think perhaps she’ll send him here.” 


I clasp’d the prattlers to my breast, 
And said, come both and live with me,,, 
V’ll clothe ye, feed ye, give ye rest, 

And wiil a second mother be. 


And God will be your Father still; 

Twas he in mercy sent me here, 

To teach you to obey his will, 

Your steps to guide, your hearts to cheer. 
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OBITUARY. 


—ie 
For the Vehicle. 
MEMOIRS OF MRS. HANNAH HUNTLY. 


This ami able person was the daughter of Elde: 

Gamaliel Bes ins. She was born ip the town of Hartford, 
county of Washing ton, state of New-York, on the 2 Ist 
of November, 1789. From her childhood she exhibite; 
such a sweetiess of temper, and so amiable a disposition, 
that she was peculiarly respected by her brothers and sis. 
ters, and all her acquaintance. Her rescrved and dis. 
ereet conductinduced her parents to form great hopes 
hat she had experienced a saving change while very 
young. Shé@} however, seemed to be very cautious of be. 
lieving or saying that she had a hope until after her mar. 
riage. 

In the 18th year of herage,she was married to Will. 

m R. Efuntly. She shecerarde came forward aud wii. 
oa with the first Baptist church in Mexico, county of 0. 
neida ; and maintained aregrular walk. until her deat) 
A few circumstances of which are as follows :. 

Keb. 2d, 1814, she was delivered-of. her fourth child, 

nd for some time appeared to be in a comfortable way; 
the n took a cold and was pesrnesin to her bed, but seemed 
after ashort time to be mending : when she was attacked 
witha s ye cps of the ip idemie. 

Her mother comine to visit her, was: much alarmed.— 
he asked ner daucnier now she f. It She replied, “! 


wX 


" 
; 


am afraid I shah never vet we ll. Her mother said 


7 ’ 
7! 
-*5Ss 4&8 


«i should sce fit to take 
that he dealt hardly with you!” 
), have nota word to sa Ly. Her 

. Bo you think he would do right?” 

4 s.”’ Her mother said, “ Do you. feel to 

said‘ I believe I do, but Iam so sick! 

pa realize it as 1 ought; a sick bedis3 

_prepaie for death.. My hope was always 

ardly «ver dared to think Ihad met witha 

,aige 3 but when i heard christians express their feel- 
23, I thought I had experienced the same.’’ She being 
weak could say but littleatatime. Atacertain time, 
sie said, “* Mamma, do tell me your opinion, and what the 
Doctor says about.me. I do not want to die stupid, and 
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nat perhaps will stir me up. I am afraid I do not realise 
Jeath as | ought. Her Mother said, my chiid, what iff 
should tell you, I think you wili not get well; would it 
ot frighten you? She replied, I thi: k not. Her mother 
said, the Doctor speaks encouraging, bui I ain afraid you 
vill never get well—She was desirous from the begin- 
ing of her confinement, that her father, and others, as of- 
enas they came to see her, should pray with her, and her 
request mostly was, that she might be resigned to the 
vill of God, and leave satisfactory evidence of a well 
erouided hope. In this respect she was heard, and her 
prayers were answered to the satisfaction of all present. 
Monday morning 14th March, after prayer by her hus- 
band, she said Mamma, do sing these words. “Jesus can 
make a dying bed”? &c. Her mother then sang. 


Oh! if the Lord would come and meet, 

My soul should stretch her wings in haste, 
Fly fearless through Death's iron gate, 
Nor feel the terrors as she pass’d. 


Jesus can make a dying bed 

Feel soft as downy pillows are, 

While on his breast I lean my head, 
And breathe my life out sweetly there. 


To the astonishment of all present, she sung it through 
vith them; and then said, Mother, who gave me this 
treneth? I am not tired, nor do I feel as if I should be 
terrified if I should-see my coffin brought in, she seemed 
to be well composed in mind. At night her Father came 
nd prayed with her, she again sung the before mention- 
ed words. Tuesday morning, after prayer, she requested 
her Mother to sing those words again and she sung with 


Jesus! the vision of thy face 

Hath overpowering charms! 

Scarce shall { feel Death’s cold embrace, 
If Christ be in my arms. ) 


Then, while ye hear my heart-strings break, 
How sweet my minutes roll! 

A mortal paleness on my cheek, 

And glory in my soul. 


her. Shethen desired that the following words might. 
DE SUNG ae 
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36 Obituary. 





She began to sing, but could not sing very distinctly 
till she came tothe last verse, which she sung very plain. 





‘ly to the astonishment of all present, they “knowing hoy 


very weak she was. 

Wednesday, morning, she thought she-was dying. She 
was asked if. she was willing to die: she said she was a 
the Lord’s disposal, .and was ready. -Her friends were 
immediately sent for, however she -revived a little and a. 
bout two o’clock P. M. she said to her friends, how happy 
it would be for.us all to-sit around our heavenly Father's 
table; but I am soon going: into eternity, and wish I w. 
there. Now 1] am going to glory, to elorify him that sits 
wipon the throne—with other expressions of a similar na. 
ture, which indicated that she felt happy in her mind.— 


She said, Glory, glory, glory to God and his great Majes- 
.ty, with some other expressions, which are not now recol- 
ected, then again she said, Holy, holy, holy; Oh! the 


beauty, beauties of Jesus, it is more than I can express! 
Oh?! the glory, the beauty, the turtle dove; .I have not 
only seen the beauty, but I have seen the face of Jesus. 
Farewell my Brothers and Sisters. Her mother said Han- 
nah my dear, you are not afraid of death, are you? She 


-_pleasantly answered, No; she then begun to-sing. We 


then sung those words, “ Jesus can make a dying bed” &c. 
she sung part of the time; she then spoke.of the Angels 
waiting, &c. she then seemed to be almost gone, at length 
she revived again, and talked and tried to sing, for some 
time ; she then turned her eyes upon her husband, and 
mother, as if to give them the last look, she then turned 
her eyes toward heaven and said Jesus I am ready, and 
tried to say something more, which we could not under 
stand, except marriage and Son. She evidently tried to 
sing, then fell into a slumber from which she soon awoke, 
and. repeated again, Jesus I am ready.« Then apparently 
leaning her head on her Saviour’s breast, with pleasure 
breath’d her life out sweetly there, with a mortal palencss 
on her cheek and glory in her soul, she bid adieu to all 
sublunary things, about two o’clock P. M. on Thursday 


March 17th 1814. 





A pattern she, through every scene of life, 

A pious Christian, and_a f2ithful wife, 

A neighbor kind, a sweet, and pleasant friend, 
°*Twas thus she lived, and peaceful was her end. 












